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Self- Examination: withthe like- 
he(t means of (, onverfronand 
Salvation, 


CHAP, I. 


| Hoſe that are to paint or print a pitcht field , 
| within the compaſs ofa ſheet or two of paper, 
| can make but few Sox/diers whole and compleat.; 
but are forced to ſet down for the moſt part, .their 
heads only or their helmets. So I intending to ſay only a= 
nough of theſe Subjedts, ſhall be brief, and but ſele& out here 
and chere that which will make moſt for my purpoſe, and the 
Readers benefit. 14" 
It is the abſtra& of Religion, to imitate and, obey him 
whom we profeſs to worſhip : neither are we worthy to be 
called {þriſftiaxs, except we imitate ( hbriff, and endeavour tg 
frame our lives, according to the Ra/es which be.hath pre» 
ſcribed in his Goſpel. And why was the, name Chriilan At 
firſt uſed, but ro denominate the true D/ciples and follow» 
| ers of Chriſt, and to diſtinguiſh them from the- Heathen > 
as appears, A#s 11.26, But now, ( to our ſhame be it hou 
et any one compare mens lives with Chriſts life, or thoſe 
Rules which he hath given us 2 and he ſhall be forced. co con- 
fels, that either the Goſpel is none of Chriſts, or few-among 
us are Chriftians, And yet there is ſcarce a man in the Nation, 
( be he never ſo vicious and wicked ) but he will ſay hes 2 
Chriſt;ay, and hopes to be ſaved by Chrift, which make wy 
move wonder to aſtoniſhment 1 How much more, if we ſhall. 
compare the number!eſs number of our great, and grievous 
abominations, wherewith our Land is filled from-corner to 
corner, with the many and great weays which God, bath at- 
forded for our reclaiming» 


&2 | The 


Ip" The likelieſt mean: of Converſion. 
-. The principal end for which yas was created after the ima} __ 
.of Ged, and" endowed with gffts and abilities, above all other fo. 
viſible ereatures z was, that we might honour, love, and u 
ſerve-our Cyeator, and enjoy communion and happineſs with 
him for ever. And for the fame end alſo, did the onely Sox x 1 
God die, when we ( by eating the forbidden frait ) bad turned like 
that Image of God, into the mage of Satan, being in reaſon | 
paſt hope of recovery, even to redeem us, ont of the hands if 
our ſpiritual enemies ; that we might ſerve our Creator and Rv 
deemer, according to thoſe precepts which he hath given n 
in his ord; and to ſet forth the praiſe of bim, who hath dm| 1"* 
"all this for us, Luke 1.73,74,75- That We ſhould be holy, au þ 
' Without blame before bim. That he might purge us, to bes\ © 
peculiar people to himſelf, zealous of good =” : Thatm| 'h 
ſhould deny nngodlineſs and worldly luſts : And that we ſhotli 
live ſoberly, righteonſly, and godly in this preſent world, And 
wichal, That we might enjoy everlaſting communigda and 
happineſs,” with our Bleſſed Maker and Redeemer, as the Hy led 
ly Ghoſt ſets it down, £ph.1.4 Tit,2.12,14. 1 Pet-2:24, g 
2 Tim.2.19. Pſal.116.12,13,14. 

Butalas, moſt men know no other end of their Creation, 
but Recreation ; no other end of their Redemption, but to ſatis | 
fie their ys, ro eat, drink. ſleep, fin, and make others to lin; aheb 
ro purſue their profir, pleaſure, honour. This (as they ſuppoſe) Chi 
js all that Chriſ# expects from them : For chis is the ſumo! ,_ . 
their Lords prayer, Creed, and Ten Commandments, Whence| | , 
{like me ſleeping in. Boat) they are carried down the ſtream _ 
of this 97/4, until they arrive at their Graveſend, Deathz| 1; 
without once wakzyg to bethink themſelves, whether they ,, * 
are goingto Heaven or Hel. So living like Beaſts, becauſe 4 - 
they think they ſhall de /ike Beaſts, and never give any ac] yg, 
count of what they have either ated or /eft undone. The Luft qu. 
of the flefs, the luſt of the eyes,and the pride of life, is all the Tri of der 
ity thar moſt men worſhip. * Free 

As for anſwering the end of our Redemption, which coſt nd + 
leſsa price than the Bled of Chriſt, men do not at all ming ,. "M 
it, or if they do, they apply Chrifts paſſion, as a Warranl 

for their licentiouſneſs, not as a remedy ; and rake his deat! 


a 
"a 
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The likelieft means of Converſion. Y 
asa licenſe to ſin, hx Croft av a Zetrers Patent to do miſchief, 
ſo rerning the grace of God into,wantonne(s ; as if a man ſhould 
bead his Drum of Rebellion with his pardon. As, O the 
priae, covetonſneſs, cruelty, damnable hypocrifie, the 'cur+ 
ſed [wearing and curſing, abominable and worſe then beaſt- 
like Drunkenneſs, adultery, lying, ſlandering, perſecuting, Con-: 
rempt of Religion and all goodneſs, prinding of faces like 
edged tools, filling of blood like water, racking of rents, 

detenſion of wages and Workmens hire, incredible craelty tg 

ſervants , incloſing of Commons , ingroſſing of (ommodities , 


| griping Exaitions, with ſtraining the advantages of greatneſs; 


Unequal Levies of Legal payments, ſpiteful ſuits, griping uſu 
ry, bribery , perjury, partiality , T reaſon ani Rebellion, Sa 
crileage, ſimonaical contratts and (onl-murtber, ſcuprility, and 
prophaneneſs, conſening in bargains, breaking of Promiſes, perfis- 
diows underminings, atheiſm, and a world of the like. In fo\, 
much, that there is ſcarce one of an hundred whoſe knuws. © 
leag, belief, and life, is in any degree anſwerable co the Ge/- 


| pel. And ſo fararewe from loving and ſerving Chrif, that 


we hateand perſecute thoſe that do it, and that, for their ſo 
doing. 
And (which does exceedingly aggravate qur ſhame and 


'| wickedneſs ) we have all vowed in ouc Baptiſm, to ſerve 


Chrift, taken Preſs money and great wages of him to that 
end, given Security by Sureties, that we will fight againſt 


| the zy67l4, the Flefs, and the Devil: Yetina molt ſhameful 


manner (the moſt ofus ) have renInnced our Vow made to 
bim, fled from his Standard, and fonght for Satan and the: 
World : ſeeking to win all we could from (rift, by tempting 


to ſin, and by perſecutiyo ſuch as we ſee berter then our ſelves. 
Nor does our Vow in Baptiſm more aggravate our ſin, then 
| Goes the great means that Chrif hath uſed, to bring # ont 

ef darkneſs into light, and from the pawer of Satan unto Ged. 
As why do wein this Land enjoy ſo much light and means 
of grace more then other people > Why hath Ged delivered 
us from Pagaxi/m and Popery, and revealed to us his Word 
| 10 plainly and fully > Why ha 

( the belt of bleſſings ) amo 


ath Chriſt continued his Goſpel, 
ngſt us, more then an hundered- _ 
A "ears © 


The Likelieſt means of C owverſion. 


ander Heaven may compare with us, Yea, when neither his 
word; mercies, nor any ordinary means would ſerve the turn; 
why hath he at /everal times, and after [wndry manners viſited 
us with ſeveral judgments, to try whar they would do : but to 
envite and call us co repentance, and to mind us of our many 
Engagements. | 


CHAP. I.. 


| Ur woe is me ! How few of us are the better for all ? 
| Yea what cies can bur run over to ſee for the moſt 
parc, what lives men lead ? 
| .  » » *Fhe Holy Ghoſt tels us in the Ford, and we hear 
the ſame daily, That every man ſoall br judged according to 
his torks, be they good oy evil, Rev. 20.13. That we ſhall 
' give-an Accormt ar the” day of judgment, for every idle word 
we beak; Matth. 12. 36. That there needs no other cauſe 
of our laſt and heavieſt Doom, then, ye have wot given, ye 
Save not wvificed, &c. Matth 25.41, to 46. that the rigbte- 
. ors ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved, 1 Per.4.18. That many ſrall ſetk 


" ut ſpall have their part and portion in that Lake which bur 


neſs exceeds the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees , 
{who were no mean men for outward and formal perfor- 
mances ) we ſpall in ns caſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Mat. 4.20. And that withont holineſs no man ſpall ſee the 
Lord, Heb.12.14. Yet moſt men live, asif the Gsſpel wete 
quite contrary to the rule of the Law; as if God were -nel- 
ther to be feared, nor cared for ; asif they were neither be- 
holding to him; nor ſtood in awe of him, both our of his 


Hell to puniſh, nor Heaven to reward. 1 cannot think of it 
without aſtoniſhment / Neither would men ſpeak as they 


years? with ſuch ſupply of able 2finifers, that no Nation | 


to enter in at the ſtrait pate, and fall not be able, Luke 12.24. | 
That no unxightrous perſon ſhall inherit the Kingdom of Gad, 


neth With fire and brimſtone, which ts the ſecond death, 1 Cor.G, | 
9,10, Gal.5.21. Rev.21.8, That except our righteouſ- | 


debt and danger: Yea asif there were no God to judg, not | 


E it ak, rhink.as they think, do as they do, if they thought 


_ that their thong hts, Wordn, and deeds, ſhould ever come A 


T he likeliefl meant of conver fien, 


judgment. c 
Tea, hear O heavens be aſteniſhed O earth, and hovribly a- 
fraid ! that ſuch a Nation fo bleft, and ſo long forbora, ſhawld 
be ſo foeliſh and ingrateful, as thus to requite the Loyd. Abs 
conſider with me, God of his goodneſs hath. beſtowed /@ 
many and ſo great mercies upon us, that it is not pollibleto 
expreſs his bounty therein': For if we look inward, we find. 
our Creators mercies : if we look #pward, his mercy reacheth: 
unto the Heavens ; if downward, the Earth is ful of his goad- 
neſs, and ſoisthe broad Sea; if we look about 9, what is 
it chat he hath not given us? air to breathin, fireto warm, 
us, Water tO cool and cleanſe us, cloaths to coverus, food th 
nouriſh us, fr#its to refreſh us, yea, delicates to pleaſe us, beaſts 
to ſerve us, Axgels to attend us, Heaves to receive us ; and 
which is above all, Himſelf, aud his own Son, to be enjoyed 
ofus! Yea, God of his goodneſs, hath removed /0 many evils 
from us, and conferred ſo many good thiugs yepon us ; that they 
are beyond thought or imagination. For if the whole World 
were turned into a Book, and all the Angels deputed zri- 
ters therein, they could not fer down all the good which Gods 
love in Chrift hath done us.. And as much do we owe unto 
God for the dangers from which he delivers us : As forthe 
great wealth and dignities, whereunto he hath alwaies ra;/ed #8. 
Now we are infinitely bound to bleſs God for his externdd, | 
teneporal, inferiour, earthly, perifhing benefits : How much more | 
thea ſhould we praiſe him for the /affing fruits of his eternal” 
bye and mercy ? as that we are-not at this preſent frying au 
Hel! flames, never to be freed ; that we have the free offer of 
Heaven, and eternal ſalvation : How thankfvl ſhould we itrive 
to be ? Nor could we poſſibly be unthankful, if we ſeriouf- 
ly thought upon whar God gives, and what he forgives Þ And 
certainly, ifa friend had given us but a thouſand pare of what 
God hath, we ſhould heartily /ove bim all our lives, and think 
thanks ſufficient. 

Bur that we may the better conſider, what God hath done 
for us, obſerve that when man was in a molt miſerableand 
undone condition, by reaſon of original and attaal fin, _ 
A 4 OL 


4% 
» Md. a 


'S be likelieft tans of Converſon. 
© of the ear/e due 
-and adjudgedto ſuffer eternal rormevts i» hell fire after death, 
"having no poſſibility to eſcape the fierce wrath of Almighty 
God, who had already paſſed ſentence upon him : When nei- 
"ther Heaven, Earth, nor Hell, could have yielded any ſatis- 
\ factory thing beſides Cr, that could have ſatisfied Gods 
"Juſtice, and merited Heavey for us.. Then," O then ! Godin 
 - his infinite wi/dom and geodyeſs, did not only find out a way 
'to fatisfie his juffice and the Law z but even gave #s his own 
Sos, Out of his boſom, and his Soy gave himſelf to die, even 
' the moZf# ſhameful, painful, and curſed death of the Croſs, to 
redeem us; that BWhoſcever believeth in him, ſhould uot periſh, 


to both; being liadle to all mi/6ries tn this (fe; | | 


'a way found out, that may aſtoniſh all the ſons of men on 
earth, and _— in Heaven ! Wherefore, O wonder at this 
you that wonder at nothing, that the eze-»a! God ſhould die to 
redeem onr worſe then loft ſouls, that we wi ht not die eternally, 
and co Wring falvarion to us, even againſt our wills, 2 Cor.8. 9. 
O the dzepneſs of Godg love ! O the axmeaſnrable meaſtrre of his 


commend thy pity,or ext! thy praiſe! It was a wonder that thou 
waacFt m4 for thy ſelf z more, that thou madeſt thy ſelf max for 
3; but moſt of all, that thou ſhouldeſt #maks thy /e/f, that 
thou ſhouldett die to ſave xs ! But behold and ſtand amazed at 


ws; we by way of requital, have ftriven ro multiply offences 
againſt him, and to make them as infinite in number, as his 
bleſſings. Loth Iam to accuſe my Narios, but Conſcience 
compels me : for we are fo far from loving and ſerving Chriſt 
for his' unſpeakable and unexpreffible love rowards us ; that 
what be commanas, we do the contrary. * Yea, we have done 
 Hothing from our infancy, bur add-4 fin unto ſin; as God 
bath added mercy unto mercy. There is no part, power, fanttion 
or fack/ty, either of our /z,7; or bodies, that is not become a 
ready inftrument to diſhonour their Maker. Even every part 
f:/bonours Chrift, which yet wonldbe glorified of him. And - 
, | ; 
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 'Þart have everlaſting life, John 3.16. A mercy beſtowed, and | 


bounty ! O Sonof God, who can ſufficiently admire thy love, or - 


the return we make of ſo many mercies ! For whereas God | 
hath removed ſo many evils ( ſpiritual and corporal, temporal | 
and eternal) from 4, and conferred ſo many good things upon | 
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The likelieft means of Converſion. * 
if we had contrafted with the Devil, that we would abuſe all © 
our beavenly Fathers gifts, ſo faſt as they come : his bleſſings®. 
make us prowd, his riches, coverous ; his peace, wanton; his meats, 
intemperate, his mercy, ſecare; andall his benefits ſerveus but 
as Weapons to rebel againſt him, As we have been ſarted with 
Gods bleſſings, we have ſpurned at his precepts. Reſembling the 
Leopard, ho wrongs . him moſt, that gives him moſt fodder. 
O my brethren ! Zxg/ands anthaxkfulneſs bath firiven with 
Gods goodneſs for the victory : as Abſolom ſtrove with'David, 
whether the Farther ſhould be more kizd tothe Sox, or the” . 
Son more #nkind co the Father ! As what think you ? 

That the road to He4(a place ſo wofal and dolorowns )ſhould 
| be ſo exceedingly rhronged, and the way to Heaven ( a place: | 
fo bleſſed and glorious ) ſhould be almoſt wholly negleRed, 
Matth. 7. 13, 14+ John.5.19, Rev.20.8, That Chrif 
ſhould lay down his life ro ranſome and redeemi\men from 
infinite, intollerable, and interminable torments ; and to pur= 
chaſe for them ſuch pleaſures as never entred into the heart of 
may to conceive : and yet Satan ( that blogdy devouring Dra« 
gon, and vowed enemy of all mankind J» ſhould have more* 
| Servants and Veluntiers than (Chriſt ; and they do far more for 
him, than Chrifs ſervants do for their Lord 1 Rev.3.4.& 13, 
16. Rem.10.12. ' That men ſuppoſed ratioual, ſhould reſolve 
to deſtroy themſelves ; that they ſhould love damnation, 
| that they ſhould hate their own ſouls, as well as bolineſs, 
| and the holy Ged; and all for fin and vanity, ſuch a wretched 
| emptineſs ; this is the greateſt folly and frenzy imaginable ; 
This above all, deſerves bitter /amentation ! yea, what Sea of 
bleed, is enough to bemoan this fool, wicked, and deſperate 
maaneſs ? 


CHAP. III, 


Brueft. Ue will you know how it comes to be ſo ? for the 
Word of God ( in this as inall other caſes ) will ac- 
quaint us cherewith, 
Anſw. Many Reaſons hereof might be colleRed from the 
Word ; but theſe few may ſerve, 
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Every 


F TO T he likelieft meays of Converſpans 
Every man # born ſtark dead in fix ; and whereas the ord 
* preached, is ſpirit and life to quicken thoſe that are deadin 
fin, and to rai/e »p thoſe that are therewith caſt down: 
they will either not hear the z7or4, ( 2s I chink I may ſay, that 
one half of the men and womenin the Kingdom come aot 
once a year within the Church dy9rs: It were good they 
were compelled to heay this word of life, which is the only 
ordinary means of ſalvation: ) Or if they do hear ir, they 
will not apply it co themſelves, or be reformed by it; but 


contrarily reſolve to continue cheir {1ns, until at lengrh the 
cuſtom and reiteracion of ſin, ang rejeting the means, braun | 
their hearts, and blinds their minds, Jer. 13.23. They Will | 
wot receive the truth in love, that t:ey may be ſaved : Theres | 


fore are given #} to ſtroug deluſions, to believe lies, that they 
may be damnea,' 2 Theſ.2.19.11,1%, They will not regard, 
nor retain God in their thoughts; Therefore God gives them 
overto a reprobate mind, Rom.1.28. They will not take 
the Spirits counſel, therefore the Spirit gives thens up to 
walk in their own counſels, Jer. 9. 13,14, Iy. They think 
they have as good hearts as the beſt, and therefore they will 
follow chat deceitful guide, EZx2k,14.3,4,5- They willnot 
by any means that Chriſt can ule, wnderſtand, nor be con 
wverted, nor ſaved: Therefore they ſal uot underſtand, wor be 
cenverted, nor ſaved, I(a.6.9,10, Matth.13.15. They will 
believe Satax, that promiſes proſperity to ſin, yea, life and 
ſalvation (as che Pope promiſed to the Powder Traytors ) 
rather than believe Gd, who threateas Hel and damnation, 


if men do not repeat of, and forſake their fins: Therefore | 


God delivers them up to Satan, ſo to be deluded, that the 
light of the glorious GeFfpel of Chriſt, ſhall not ſhine anto them, 
2 Cor.q4.3,4. Eph.2.2. 2 Theſ.2.9, 10. Neither will they 
believe what ts written, until they feel what is written. And 


therctore ſhall fire and brimſtoxe confute them, becauſe m— | 


elſe will do it. And ler ſuch rake notice, that when men reje 

alt good. means, \and refuſe co ſerve the ju#t and true God, 
provoking him by their rebellious and damnable wickedneſs: 
He in juſtice gives them over to the falſe, namely, the god of 
this world, to be taught and governed by him. Even as 4 
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of the Lord, and the mighty power of God to ſalvati'n, Rom. 


T he likelieft means of Converſoon. "IF 
juſt judge, having paſt ſentence upon ſome hainous Mali 

y, gives him up to the 7aylor or Execntioner, as you may 
ſee by ſundry ' places, as 2 Theſ.2:10,11,12, 1 Tim. 4. 2. 
2Tim.2.26. Eph.2.2, fobn 8.44. & 12.31. a0d 13.2.and 
14-30. eAtts5.3. 1 Chrom.21.1. Gey.3-1, to6, andy: 
Rev.2.10. 2 Cor.4.3,4. 1 Kings 22.20, 21, 22- Which be« 
ing ſo, no wonder there ſhould be /o ma»y Atheiſts, and /o few 
Chriſtians 1n this our Goſhev, where hath been ſucti prea- 
ching, that no people in the world enjoy the like. 

True, they will not believe that Saran hath any power over | 
them, no, they defie the Devil, and all his works : but if the 
word of God be true, they are the devils captives, at his com- 


' mand, and ready todo his will : For he rules over, and works in 


them his pleaſure, as the Apoſtle witneſſeth, 2 Tim. 2. 26s 
Eph.2,2,3. Yea, he enters into them, and puts it into their 
bearts what he will have them to do, John 13.2. ets 3.37 
1 (hrox.21.1. Opens their mouths, ſpeaks in, and by them, 
Gen. 3. 1,6. Stretcheth out their bands, and they a as he 
will have them, As 12.1,2. Rev.2.10. He being their God, 
2 Cor. 424. their King, John 12.31. & 4. 30, and their Fa" 
ther, Gen.3.15e 7ohn8.44, Which being ſo, no wonder 
men ſhould be ſo miſtaken in judging themſelves Chriſtians 3 
while they are indeed wor/e enemies to ( hrift and his Goſ- 
pel, then are meer Heatheys, No wonder when onely 
thoſe thar ard ſpiritual, can judg of ſpiritual things, For 
the natural man perceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, - 


, neither can he know them, becauſe they are Fpiritnally diſcerned, 


1 Cor.2.14. 

Again, it were impoſlible ( wereit not for the fore-going, 
reaſons) that in the midſt of ſo much light,and means of grace 
ſo few ſhould be converted : For otherwiſe the ord of Ged 1s: 
ſo powerful,and the Goel ſo raviſhing,that the World cord not 


| ſtand before it without ſubmicring to it. Yea, were it not for 


this, how were it poſlible, that we(who are as Traytors,condem- 
ned to ſuffer eternal torments in Hell fire, being only reprieved for 
atime ) ſhould hear the Goel, and glad ridings of [alvation 
( day after day, and year after year. ) which « the flrong arm 


I 16, 


” I2 The likelieft means of Converſion 
3.6. nick aud powerful, and ſharper than any two edged ſword, 
&c. Eph.6.17. fer.23429,30. 2 Cor.19.4,5. Heb.4.12, And 
wherein God offers 2s a pardon, in tendering Chriſt unto us, 
upon the condition of fairh and repentance ; which is ſuch 4 
fpeftacle of nnſpeakable mercy, as might raviſs our ſouls with 
admiration ? and ſtand ic our, and being ſo far from accepring 
« Pardon thankfully, that we reſuſe and contemn it ; yea, ina 
manner deride the offer: For we oppoſe the Ge/pel, and 

ſecure ChriF# in his members, either with hand or tongue, 
or both, and are ſo far from imitating Chri#, or obſerving 


hate and ſcoffs at holineſs in others: Here is ingrati- 
rude, here is fooliſh, wicked, and deferate madneſs with a wits 
neſs! And how could chis be, were ic not for the foregoing 
Reaſons ; N:ither could men elſe, but hate in, and love hy+ 


go ro Heaven and be ſaved, than ts Hell and be damned : ) e- 
ven Plato a meer Heathen could fay, that wertae, if it be 
+ Clearly diſcerned, moves preat love and affeRtion : And thet 
cancaſe a verruorss ſoul, could but be ſeen with corporal eyes, it 
would raviſh all men, and ſec their hearts on fire with love 
and admiration of che ſame, 


CHAP. IV. 


Ur you will ask me, who are ſuch as may properly be 
called Chriftians? 


Anſw. Thoſe that are rightly ſo tiled, do in ſome 
meaſure walk according to the 7%/es and precepts of 
the Go/pel, as theſe and the like, though with much infir- 
mity. Thox ſbalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, mind, and ſtrength; aud thy neigbbonr as thy ſelf, 
Matth. 22.37.39. mWhether ye eat or arink, or whatſoever 

ye ab, do all ts the glory of God, 1Cor.10.31. whatſoever 
' ye would that men ſhonld do anto you, even the ſame do ye 
ants chem, Matth.7.12, &c.% He walks not according to 
the rudiments of ' the World, neither does he follow the ex- 
ample of the greareff number , nor the greateſt men, nor th? 
WE. reate[i 


his preceprs, in being hoty our ſelves, that we ( moſt of us ) | 


' Jineſs: For ( beſides that any rational man, would rather | 


, 


The likelieft means of (onverſion. Ty? 
greateſt Scbolars, any farther then they follow Chriſt, But he 
ſerves God in Firit, according to Chriſts Gofpel : for fo far 
forth as he can, he {ves and, believes, and hears, and inve- | 
cates, and hopes, and fears, and /4ves, and worſhips God: itt 
ſuch manner as his ord preſcribes, without additios, or di- 
minution. And having ſo done and, performed his utmoſt, 
(not to deſerve by it, but to expreſs his thankfulneſs to Chrift 
that hath doxe and ſuffered ſo much for him ; ) he confeſſeth 
himſelf an unprofitable ſervant; and that in all, ke comes far 
ſhort of performing his duty, Zake 17.10, If you would * 


- | havea full and compleat Charadter of ſuch an one, for your 


imitation, and direQion ; or fora pattern to kyow, believe, 
and live by, read The Whote Duty of a Chriſtian lately 
Printed for Mr. Crips. Inthe mean time know, that we are 
not born, but new born Chriſtians, by the immortal ſeed of 


| the ord, and the Spirits powerful working wich it. And 


inthe W://, from ev4/ to good, and inthe affedtions, from lowing 


when any one is new born, -it will appear by this : Regexera- 
tion or new birth ts a creation of new qualities in the ſont, as 
being by nature only evil diſpoſed, In allthat are bora anew, 
isa change, both in the judgment, from erronrto truth, and 


evil, and hating good, tO love good and hate evil ; in the whole 
man, from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan wnts. 
Grd. Nor is there one of that ſmall number, whom Chyif 
hath choſen out of the 071d ; but is able to ſay, I bleſs God, 
his Ford and Spirit hath wrought in me ſuch a change, and 
{trange alteration, that it hath opexed mize eyes that were * 
blind before, inclined my will to obedience, which befofe was 
rebelliows , ſoftned my heart , ſanfified, and quite changed 
my affettions : So that 1 now love that good which before I ba- 
ted, and hate that evil which before 1 loved; and am de- 
lirhted with thoſe holy exerciſes, which hererofore did moſt 
diſpleaſe me , and am 4i{þ/eaſed wich thoſe vain” pleaſures , 
and filthy ſins, which in cime paſt did 9o# delight me, and 
accounts the ſame ſuch a mercy, that no tongueis able to ex- 
preſs it, | 


CHAP, 


The likelieff means of Conver foy. 
CHAP, V. 


Ur to bring this home to our ſelyes : Are none Chrz. 
ftsans bur ſuch as imitate Chrif, and endeavour ty 
make the Goſpel a rule for them to walk by? then in 

\., .,. the firſt place, they that are in their judgments, «f- 

feft;ons, and ations, quite contrary to Chriſt and the Goſpel, 
are far from being (hriftians. And of this number are al 


Drankards,. Swearers, and (urſers, all the /aſcivieu and | 
voluptuous, all eAdnlterers and Fornicators, all covetous, wm: |; 
1», and anmercifal men, all Seducers, falſe Teachers, and 

ſuch as erre i» Fundamentals, Or hold damnable Opinions ; all : 


38norant perſons that know not God, nor the very firſt prixciples 
of Chrifianity ; which every one muſt of neceſſity know, 
or he cannot be ſaved, 1/a.27.11. Hoſc4.6. 2 Theſ.1.7,8, 
Prov.19.2. fohn 3.19. And the number of theſe are nums 
berleſs : all the rebellious, and diſobedient,, all lyars, flatte- 


rers. and time ſervers . who like thoſe Chalaeans, Dan. 3;] ; 


7. - would worſhip a golden Image, rather then for-go their 
tmmunities ; all per or /ecret enemies to the power of goalineſs ; 
as ſcoffers at hslineſ5, and haters of the good, who are not 4 
few ; all 1dolaters, railers, the fearful and wnbelieuing, Sor- 
cerers, &c. who ſhall every one ( if they repent not ) have 
their part and portion in the Lake that burneth with fire and 
. brimſtone, which 14 the ſecond acath; as the Holy Ghoſt wits 
” neflech, Rev. 21.8, 1Cor.6.9,10. All theſe I ſay, ſhew 
by their works, that they ſerve not the Zord 7eſxs, bur their 
Father the Devil; and therefore ought not to be owned as 
Chriſtians, For what ſaith the eApyle ? bus ſervants we arty 
to whom we yield obedience, Rom-6-16, See more Gal.5,24: 
2 Pet.2.19. Mat.6.24, Luke 1.74,75- So thatitis an 
* infallible axgument, if we obſerve and obey Chriſts precepts, 
we are hu ſervants ; if Satans commands, we are his ſub: 
jets and ſlaves. Men may pretend what they will, butwe 
- are bound to believe the Godof truth ; and what faith Saint 
?ohn, He that pretends intereſt in God, or Chrit?, and keeps 
, eth. wot his Commandments, ts a lyar, ana the truth is not 


| 


| 


him, 


[bim, 1 7Zohn 2.4,5. and in the third Chapterand eight verſe, | 


The likelieſt means of C onver from. 


he affirms plainly, that all wilfs/ ſinners are the Devils ſer= 
vants, And indeed let men flatter themſelves, or pretend 


*| what they will ; it cannot be denied but the frnrt rells be, 


the name of the tree. The converſation above all, ſhews who 
carries the bridle ofthe Wz#, whether God or Satan, And 


f-| did not men purpoſely /2ut their eyes, ftop their ears, and 


harden their own hearts, left they ſhould ſte and hear, ayd ſo be 
converted, as our Saviour himſelf ſpeaks, X7at.13.15. they 
could not but know, that the whole Bible beats upon this : Ic 
is St. Panls everlaſting rule, Rom.6.16. Yeare his Servants 
#9 whom ye obeys And St. Peters infallible DoCtrine, 2 Pee. 
",19, Of whoma man us overcome, nnto hins he ts in bondage, 
And St. John, Is this are the children of God known, and 
the children of the Devil, Whoſcerer doth not righteonſneſs, 
# not of Ged, but of the Devil, 1 John 3.8, 10. And after 
this manner does our Saviour- reaſon with the Jews, 7ohn $. 
33, to 48, See then whoſe commands ye do, Gods or Satans3 
if Satans, then ſaith St. Fob, Ler no man deceive you through 
vain Words ; for he only that doth righteouſneſs, is rightesws, 
and he that deth unrighteouſneſs, ws of the Devil, 1 John 3. 
7,8. , 


| 


Now what can be ſpoken more expreſs, or more ful tothe 
point in hand ? Nevertheleſs as the fews, John8. - thowght 


We may put away onr wives, we may (wear, we may hate our 


. enemies, we may kill the Prophets, ſubjeft the Word of God ta 
W! or traditions, and follow cnr cwn luſts; and yetthey moſt 


confidently believed, and ſtifly maintained that God was 
their Father, verſe 41; Though by their leave Chriit calls 
them Baſtards, aud finds out another Father for them, verſe 44. 
Te are of yorr Father the Devil, and the Init of your Father 
ye will ao. As indeed they did not long after ; for they 
muvthered the ſame Chriſt, who was the only Son of Ged, 
which proved it ſufficiently. Even fo will the worſt of men 
n theſe daſts, boaſt themſelves Chrifians. Such as do nothing 
but fin, and make others to ſin: ſach as glory in, and maintain 


their fns, WE 
[ P. 
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CHAP, VI. 
1 $14: 


Ne minds nothing but his cups, another nothing bag{ to */ 
| his coixe, a third, nothing but his Courtez.an ; yer all{iÞe ti 
theſe promiſe to meetin Heaven. Yea, there ig wher 
| | ſcarce a man «n earth, but he thinks to go to Hegs Te 4 
ven. Which yet is no wonder, if you conſider all. For what|tbird, 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor.3, is appliable to all that are iy that t 
their yatural condition : T heir minds were blinded, for untif|W6\r 
this day remaineth the ſame Vail upon their hearts untaken as ( 
Way, in the reading of the Old Teſtament : Which Vail, whey [#ege* 
th:y ſhall turn to the Lord, ſhall be taken away in Chriſt, they | 
Y.14,15,16, Neither do they ſpeak other than they thinkin” £9 
this caſe ; as being of, and holding that reprobaze, and yet /#%** 
common erronur of Unomius, That faith without works will | /*%* 
ſerve, Onely believe, and thou ſnalt be ſaved; no matter how PvE 
men live. Whence it is, they do not in the leaſt doubt but ninds 
to have benefit by the Go5þel, when yet they will not be tied to \#4#10% 
the leaſt tittle of the Law. Whence it is, that moſt men Walk 9" 
3n the broad way, and yet every man thinks to enter in at the (11% 
ſtrait gate» They will boldly do what God forbids, and yet ton- of fn 
fidentiy hope to eſcape what be threatens, Bur let all ſuch read |*0me 
theſe two Scriptures and tremble : The firſt is, Dext.29.19,20. betref 
' Where the Lord tels us expreſly, that he will not be mevciful, f 
zo ſuch as flatter themſelves in an evil Way, but that his gorath: 
" and jealonſie ſhall ſmeake againit them, and every curſe that u. 
written in his Book ſhall light upon them, &c. And the ſe- 
cond is, Prov.1. That if we will not regard, nor hearken untd. 
Ged when he calls upon as for repentance : | he will not hear nar 
. vegard us, When in our diſtreſs and anguiſh we ſtall call upm 
bim for mercy ; but even laugh at our deſtruttion, and mack, hers 
when err f ar cometh, v.24,to 33. See other places to this}: w__. 
purpoſe, Heb.12.29.  Deut.4.24., Matth.25.30,41, to 64. 
and 3.10. Theſe are Scriptures that would ſtale them \ 
were they not ſtark dead ; butall is one, God they may hear, 
but the Devil will they believe, as it fared with our Firſt Par 
\ Feats, when they eatthe forbidden fruit, at rhe price of death 
| erernalil; 
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The likelieſt means ver frog. "= 
Taernal: Sin like Opinm, brings them into 4 ' dead ſleep, + 
Jandin ſlceping they dream, and ſuppoſe themſelves good Chri- * 
1 fians : Even as a Beggar may dream he i a King, or 4 Traj- 
batt tar that he ſhall be crowned, when he to be beheaded: and for + 
- ajj{ the time be as much pleaſed therewith. And ſoin this caſe 
e ig} whereof we bave three moſt remarkable inſtances in the New 
lags Teſtament, the one Rev.3,17. another Lake 18.11,12. the 
har|tbird, Afar.10.19,20. Which examples ſufficiently declare, 
» in [that theſe mens faith js but a dream, their hope but a dream, 
oi their obedience but a dream, their whole ra/5giox but a dream, 
+ a; 1and To their aſſurance of ſalvation is but a dreaw, They have 
hey (Regeneration in conceit, Repentance and righteouſneſs in conceit, 
if they ſerve God well in conceit, and they ſhall goto Heaven only 
Lin in conceit, 0rin adream, and never wake untill they feel them- 
elves in the flames of Hel. And the truth is, were it not for 
ride and Tozorance, a world of men would be aſhamed ro 
ve their faces ſeen abroad, As, but take away from mens 
minds, v4iz opinions, flattering hopes, falſe valuations, imagi» 
nations, and the like, you will leave the minds of moſt men aud 
womex but poor ſhrunken things, full of melancholly, iudiſpoſis 
the (1191, and unpleaſing to themſelves. O my brethren, take heed 
on. (of Snning away your reaſon, lelt by loſs of conſcience, you be» 
;»a{ come Arbeiſts, and by loſs of r2aſou, beaſts. As what aretheſe 
>, \petref than beaſts for matter of reaſon ? For ſuppoſe they are 
f 114 wicked 4s Devils 5n their lives, yet this ſhall ſerve co blind 
ah Conſcience ; They bave good hearts, and mean well, whatever 
. [their lives be : When every wiſe man knows, that the out= * 
ward attions declare the inward intentions: A, good convere 


d to 
alk 


we fon is proved by a good converſation. Nor is there any evil 
ny 19 the month, or hand, which was not inthe heays firſt of 


;pew ul; as the ftreamis firſt in the Fountain. Ont of the heart. 
wi faich tbr Saviour, proceed evil thoughts, murthers, adulteries, 
his forxications, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies, Matth, IS, 
64,129- Yet we have good hearts, and mean well: alas, poor 
. Ignorant ſouls! for every drop of wickeaneſs that appears ir 
the life, there is an Oceax in the heart, The heart if Man is 
{{ceitful above all things, and aeſperately wicked, To.17. g. 
and when a manthinks there 15 no deceit ini, eyenin that he: 


T he likelieft means of C enverſion. TF. 
is moſt of all deceived. Igfomuch that every man hath nee{ſ24# 
to pray, O God defend me from my ſelf ; for a mans own heart ff tb 


 &z arch atraytor 45 any he ſhall meet withal; we truſt it too muth (414. 


and kzow it too tittle ; as it fared with Hazael, 2 Kin.8.12,13Þ% 
and Peter, Mat.26. 3 Z- and thoſe fews. Aq 2.36. ſexte; 
But though they kno not their own hearts, yet God know Chril 
them, and others may know them : For words and ations ex 1141 
preſs ory hearts bo men, 2s thoughts toGod : Why elſe does uw] ©) 
Saviour ſay, by their fruits ye ſhall know them, Mat.7.16, 2þ them. 
And again more expreſly, Ont of the abrindaiice of the heart th] © 
month Speaketh, Mat.12.34. Yea,yet more fully, A god wh 


out of the good treaſury of his heart bringeth forth good things; 


and an evil man out of the evil treaſure of his heart bringeth 


thing better known, thea by his comm#uzication, (a1es Seneca, 
The habit of the mind, 1s beſt perceived by a mans talking, faith 
Diogenes. He whocannit rule his Ton g14e, can much leſs ralt 
bis luffts, ſaies Sccratess And another, Evil ſpeaking diſco 
vers an evil heart, as the ſtriking if the clapper does a_ broken 
Bell. Yea, it were ſenſeleſs to think the Fountain pare, when 
the freams that flow from'it are corrupt ; that Garlick ſhould 


the bewrayey of the bears, faies P }thagoras A mants by nl 


For } 
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forth evil things, ver.35. be fc 
But beſides our warrant from Gods words the tongue i ws 
{1 


alope, 
ties of 
are a. 
| And ; 
A Mat 
fancy 
when 


grow out of a Vize-ſteck, That jyine ſhould be in the Veſſeh 
when only YVizegar comes forth. Away then withthat mot 
fooliſh than common boaſt of a good heart, when the tongue | 
foul, and the life filthy : For when ſmoak comes out of the chin 
ey, there muſt needs be fire on the hearth." 1yhen the flcods of 
 Wickeaneſs rome guſhins ont at thine hands and month, 
* there mnt needs be-a Spring in thine heart which maixtdin 


them, 
ww ſelf up with a vin ayd falſe hope : which is much 
A more commen in the World, than that which! 


ſound and good; even as baſtard Pearls are mr 
- frequent 


>» 


CHAP. VII 


Herefore take heed of flattering, or ſoothing th 
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4 Fhe l/belieft mens of Corr Bum. C3 
nedfrequently worn then true Pearle} are. And in'caſethou woulds 
i; Feſt be looſed from the chains of thy ſins; and deliveted from the 
1::ch[<ains of plagues: That thou wouldſt have theſatne (hriff? 
, 13] with his precious blooal-to free thee. that ſhall with "biis Word 
* {ſextence others, Then\ endeavourts become atrue,. and real 
1ou] Chriſtian, and reſolve ſo nearas thou canſt, to obey-Chrift 
; axe] in all that he commands. And indeed, 5f Chrift be formed in 
any, he deftroyeth the devils power: which formerly he had in 


S ou 
wo them. Heb.2.14,15. and his wicked works, 1_John 3.8. 
: tiff 4p 1141 be in «Chviſt, bt 1s anew" creature; F*Cor.$.17. 


41 herefore ceafe to'do evil, learn to do well, ' Tſa!1.16170 
For. frnicfulneſs is the belt argutnent'that we are/ begGrcen 
ret anew. | Nor canit be denied, but*the* ſigns of /alratign are to 
be fought iz owr ſelves, as the canſe ia Feſus (WAY Orv 
Juſtification is to be proved by the' fywits of onr (Be 0: : 
Jand:\though faith alone jaitifierhy: yet juftifying fairh is never 
'«c,| lone, but ever accompanied with' ſþi-1tzal gratvs; the beau» 
aith| tiezaf the ſoul 3 and good Works the beanty of graces: Yea, they 
og, axe'as i»ſeparable; as the root and the ſap, the ſun aud its tights 
/ca-\ And as fireis to be diſcerned by kear;and life by wotiony ſo 
key] 2 mans faith way be diſcerned by.thefrnits ef 3.” "'Wherefort 
1en| fancy not thy ſelf-to be a Chriſtiavy Until cli6u-beeſtone; 4h 
uid] when thou art ſo, thou wilt (by help from aboveJ'endeavour 
ſel, to bring into captivity every thought and thing ro Fht tedience 
| of Chriſt, 2 Cor.10.5. 1 John 2.4. And indeed the very 
e i] end of Gods elefting, and of Chriſts redeemino wit; wins that we 
in| might be hely, Ephel.1.4. Mat.19.17. And therefore he 
binds it with an Oath, that whomſoever he redeemeth ont ef the 
1tj,| bands of our ſpiritual enemies, they ſhall worſhip bum in holineſs 
and righteouſneſs all the dates of their lives, Luke 1:70,t0 76, 
I Pet. 2.24. They therefore that ever came to be hyly, were 
never choſen, never redeemed : Other Scriptures to thrs-ptte= 
poſe are many ; ſee only Tit.2.12,14» IT Pet.2.24. AMat.19. * 
17. : Nor ought any izdeed, to call wpou Chrift, or once to name 
hel 4m with their mouths, except they depart from iniquity, 
2 Tima 19. And take this for a rule, If Christ be not onr | 
King t govern ns, he Will neither be our Prophet to forewarn, 
nor our Prictt to expiate. 1 ſpeakthis in hope, that God may 
B 2 ble's 


+4 . is De BREGEH 1 7 ConVerfon. 
bleſs it to.ſome one that ſhall read the 
nerality, .7t 14 as meer. loſt labour to preach unto mes th 
things of God, before they be truly humbled with the fight of 
their Wants ; 4s it is to offer light to a blind man, to Speak. tos 


deaf man, or to labour to makg a bruit Braſt wiſe, as (prin 


bath it. .. 
| the Goſpel, are ſo. far from being Chriſtians, thit| 
they are the Devils ſervants, who in the end will py 
...them their deſerved wages. TI come now to ſhen| 
who ardifbriſtians ” appearance only, or almoſt Chriſtian, 
and whag.their reward will be ; the former, I fear, are two 
thirds of the Nation, - theſein all probabilicy are two thirds 
of the Reſidue. And of this ſort are, firſt, ſuch as are meer! 
' Civil, Or moral, becauſe they take morality and reſt raining 
grace, for piety and renewing.grace z eonvittion for converſion; 
reformation tor regeneration, True Aorality and Civility may 
.commeng us to men, like -0ur ſelves, that ſee only the outſide; 
but not to/God, who knows the heart; nor will it bring us to 


CY 


Wo » 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Hus I. have-proved, That all who walk contrary to 


good eſtate, bur except they be renewed, renounce their own 

righteouſneſs, and ſeek to be juſtified enly by Faith in Chrift, 

and bis righteouſneſs : Thieves and Harlots ſhall go before them 
inte the Kingdom of Heaven, as our Saviour told their bre- 

.thren the Scribes and Phariſees, who counted themſelves juſ, 
and truſted to their own merits, Marth. 21.31,32. Lnk.,18. 
1O,11,12. Beſides, as nothing is more eaſily broken, thas 

that Which 1s moſt bard, fo notorious off enders are nothing j0 
bard to be convinced and converted as the civilly honeſt ; which 
alſo greatens their miſery, though their condition of it ſelf 
is very deplorable : For all ſuch are to know, that their very 
ſervices, as praying, and faſting, and receiving, and 


Obedience to the Word, and that God may be glorified thereby ) 
are no better in Gods account, than if shey hai ſtain a man 
ef 


ſame ; but for the gel 


Heavey. and. Salvation. -- They may ſuppoſe themſelves in| *' 


giving of alms, &c, ( becauſe they are not done in faith and b 


| are bound to keep the whole Law, Gal.5.2,3. 
|| to ſuffer the penalty thereof, for not keeping it. For-though 


£1. 


T he likelio/f moans of Clair fun? 


fl a cut off a dog's neck, or offered [wines blond, or bleſſed an Iapl : . 


as himſelfaffirms, //4.66.3. Nor will God accept ofany aGtis 
07, except it flow from a pious and good beart, ſanttified by rhe 
Holy Ghoſt. Yea, civil honeſty ſevered from true piety, humie 
lity, ſaving kyowleage, ſincere love ta God, true obedience to his 
word, juſtifying faith, a zeal of Gods glory, and a defire to edje 
fie, and win others; God will neither accept, nor reward, but 
' account of their mera! vertues as of ciixing or glitering ins, 
becauſe they ſpring from pride, ignorance, infidelity; ſelf-love, 
| and other the like carnal reſpets, as many examples prove; 
namely, Cains ſacrificing, 1 John 3.12 The fews faſting, Ia. 
$8. Thoſe Reprobates preaching in Cbriſts name, and caſting 
out Devils, Mat.7.22,23. and the like whoſe outward works 
were the ſame which che godly perform. And what ſaith 
St. eAuftin moſt excellently, There is no ex#e Vertxe, where 
there is no tr«e Religion, and that conſcience which is not di- 
rected by the Word, even when it does beſt, does.5/l 3 becauſe it 


; doth it not in faith, obedience, and love, 


Secondly, let them know, that being out of 'Chri##, they 
or ſtand liable 


this be the condition of the New Covenant, Believe, and thow 
ſtalt be ſaved; yetall that they have co truſt unto is, Do thus, 
and live, Rom.10.5. And curſed is every one that continueth 
net ts all things which are written in the Book of the Law, to'do 


.| them, Gal.3.106. AndI wiſh that they would ſeriouſly think 


ofir, and what need they have of Chriſt, whom they rather 


perſecute, than obey his GoSþel in love. 


Indeed, let them ger « true, lively, and juſtifying faith, Pat 
Je off concerning the former converſation, the Old man which is 
corrupted, through the deceivable lufts, and be renewed in the 
| ſpirit of your winds; and put on the New may, which after 
God 74 Created in righteouſneſs, and true holineſs, Eph. 4.22, 
23,24. and then Chriſt «nd all bs benefits and promiſes will 
belong unto you, but not before. In the mean time, you are in 
Jour blood, Ezek. 16.6. and bave to anſwer not only for 
your Original gaile, but for every ehought, word, and ation 


of yours, ſrom your infancy, 24th. 9.12,13. LZnk,i.53 + 


22 T be likelief means of Converſiou. 
* Gal.5.1,to 7. enongh to make you bethink your ſelves. And 
fo much of-Civi/ and org! men. . 


CHA FIX: 


profeſs themſelyes real Chriſtians ; when if they were 
well examined, and- diſcovered, as fephra ance difcy- 
vered;” and diſtinguiſhed: who were Ephramites, anl 
who Gileadijter, by their - pronouncing the word Shibbeleth, 
Zndg.12 6. It would be found, that the moſt of theſe alſo, 
areno more like Chriſtians, than Michaels Image of goat 
hair was like: David. Many have a forys of | goalineſs, while 
they deny 'the'power of it; yea, there aretoo many titular 
Cbriitsaxs, who ftand more upon the outward appearance of 
godlineſs, thawthe inward eſſence. Such as ſem, and are wit, 
fay, and do 63,2 profeſs, and prafliſe nt. Others there are, 


Qt ens are others, and nota few, that /cex and 


quenters of haly exerciſes? Yet altogether »eolett to prattiſe 
the ſame," 'Ezek.33+31.- That like ſick -fozzacks, much do 
fmollow down, but little-do' digeſt ; that go to Charch only 
'" to be ſeen there, and, out of ſelf ends, that it may the more 
inbaunſe their gaine, increaſe their cuftome;, or to get creait and 
eſtcem thereby. Nor do they alwaies miſs of their aim ; for 
for -outwardſhew they come ſhort of none. Neither is there 
any duty done by'2. (hri#;a», but an Hypcc7itemay out ſtrip 
him init, Who may be reſembled to that unwelcome guelt 
the Wind; for as the wind Will counterfeit any diſeaſe of tit 
body, whether it be the ſtone, -gowry. and the likez So thelt 
outſide” and:formal C hriftians will counterfeirevery graced 
tte ſoul, as faith. zeal, and the like; Yea, totheeye of thel 
moxld, they reſemble Moſcoviaeglaſs, which ( though it bt 
of little worth ) is as clear 4s {briſtal, as tranſparent as ait 
yea, tne Hypecrite may nor only+paſs for a true Chriſtian, ( % 
did 7#udas, Anaxias, and Saphira, Nichclas the Deacon, &C | 
but they will ſeem to onrſtrip them in goodneſs, as ſnow does 


who be not only great talkers of Religion, but great fre-| 


falt and ſagar inwhicteneſs, And well they-may, when chet 
_ principal care is, only to hide their defeits ; as Fulius Caſs 
"SB: oF | b 


_—_ 


And 


T he likelieſt meas of Converſion. © 
wore 4 garland of Baies only to hidehis baldneſs. Nor ca 
you blame their di/cretion therein, whatever you do their be 
xeſty : For, 

Each cunnins ſix, being clad in virtnes ſhape, » © 

Flies much reprosf, and many ſtorms aoth ſcape. * 

Theſe havea form of godlineſs, but are the worſe for it : 
For in that they draw near to God with their months, and ho 
nour bim with their lips, when their hearts are far from bum : 
they are ſtiled Hypocrites, both by Iſaiah, cha. 29.13. and our 
Saviour, Mat.15.7,8. as well they deſerve ic: Bur thete 
are yer far worſe then theſe : yea, roo many, who may be 
called white Devils: even ſuch as make Religion 4 ſtalking 
horſe to villany, or a cloak to coxen rhe world unſees. Such as 
ſhrowd ay Eryprian heart nnder the habit of an 1ſraetzre 
whoſe life and profeſſion is a continual ixcongraity, and whoſe 
works are antipodes to their words : Their profeſſion being ho« 
ney, while their praiſe is poyſon : Even ſach as ſpeak like eAn- 
gels, live like Devils : bave facobs voice, Eſars hands That 
like Erhiopians are white in teeth only, every way elſe coat- 
black.; being Chriſtians in sk'n, Atheiſts at core. F#das you 
know was openly a Diſciple, but ſecretly a Devil. The Seribes 
and Phariſees were fair Profeſſors, but fowl ſinners : for they 
devoured Widows houſes under a colour of long prayers, Mat. | 
23-14,28, Which groſſer ſort of Hypocrites may be reſems 
bled to ſome wicked Ale hoaſe, that hath Fear God, Be ſober, 
watch and Pray, painted upon the Walls : when there is nothing ' 
but /iwearing, and drunkenneſs in the ſame. TOA filthy Serum» 
pet with a painted face. To the Serpent Requires, chat hath 
ſcales as glorious as the S11n, but breath as infetFious 45 the A 
conite. Or to the Devil in Samnel: likeneſs. 

Bur let theſe rake heed, for as difſembled picty ts donble inb- 
qxiry, ſo their plagues ſhall be double in that they moſt wo- 
tully ame Religion by prefeſſing it, and make the way of truth 
evil ſpoken 6f, 2 Pet.202. Yea, as of old the people abhborred the 
ſervice of God, and became deSiſers of his worſmip, becanſ? choſe 
prophane ſons of Eli were ſo wicked and ſcandalons, 1 SAm.2.17+ 
ſo do theſe. Yea, thou Hypocrite, thou White Devi! : thy 18 


life ſin le, puls down more, thix many ood tungutes £an bxila Hp. 
E, B 4 . x CHAP. 


Tkel; elief means of Converpon. 
CHAP. X 


Grant there are of them ſo like Chriſtians, ( as to the 
external parts of ((hriſtianity ) that it is no eaſle matter 
to convince them that they are nor really ſuch : for they 
| have been baptized, live unreprovably , pay their dues, 
Pray in their families, are Charitable, chaſte, temperate, War the 
beft Miniſters, repeat Sermous, inſtruft their children and ſer« 
warts, With many the like; therefore they muſt needs- be 
good andreal Chriſtians, 
To which I anſwer, All this they may do, and yetbe bat 
almoſt Chriſtians: Foras a child of God, by looking more 
upon his ſins, than his graces, more upon his tailings, than his 
faith, more upon in-dwelling luſts, than renewing. grace, 
may think hs condition very bad, when it ts very good, $0 the 
ſinner, by looking more upon his duties than his fins, may 
think bis condition very good, aud yet be in a wicked eftate, And 
+ the reaſon is, Many miſtake common grace, for ſaving grace; 
through the reſemblance that is between them. As many cake 
counterfeit money for current coin; And as Saul took, the 
- Devil for Samuel, becauſe he appeared in Sammels likeneſs : 


$0 many take common gifts for ſaving graces, becauſe of the 
reſemblance. And bis i the common Rock that ſo many ſouls 
fplit upon to their eternal hazard. They take upa form of 
pedlines but deny the power thereof ; And as many might 


a formal Profeſſor, might have been a ſincere Believer, had he 
- not miſtook his P rofefſion for { onver ron, his Dares for Gra- 
ees, and fo reſted in that for Sixcerir +y, which is indeed but 
Flypocrife. 

A man may be like, ig almoſt A C hriſtian, and yet not be 4 


andyet be ne're the neer. . Thou art not far from the K ingdom 
ef Heaves, ſaid our Savior. to the young man, Mark 12+ 
. 34- | 

| There is an exteryal, and an internal worſhip of God. 
There may be the likeneſs of grace, withas.t the life.of grachs 


ave been wiſe, had they nor ſo thought themſelves ; 1o many | 


Chriftiaz. A man may come near to the Kingdom of Heaven, 


T here 


The likeliefF means of Converſion. 25 
There 1s no grace but an Hypocrite may have ſomewhat like it 5 © 
and there is vo dwty done by a Chriſtian, but an Hypoerite may 
do ſomewhat like it, A man may attain to many gifts, and 
ſeeming graces, and make a great progreſs in Religion; yea, 
he may do all ( as to external dxties and Worſmp ) that a true 
Chriſtian can do, and yet be but almo#t 4 Chriſtian : As ob- 
ſerve what Ged ſaith, 7/a.58. of that people ; They /cch me 
daily,” F hey delight to know my way, as a Nation that didrigh- 
reeteſneſs, and forſook, not the Ordinances of their God : They ach. 
of me the Ordinances of Fuftice, They take delight in approach- 
ing toGod, ver.2, yea, in the next verſe, They wer a People 
wuch in faſting, and offiiiting their ſouls : Wherefare bave we 
fafted, (ay they, and thou ſeeft it not? And yet for aſl this, they 
were no better than a generation of Hypeerites, 4s ygppay 
find if you read the Chapter. "9 £4 
Some neither hear noy do, as prophane finners; ſowe both hear 
and do, as true Believers ; ſome hear bat do net, as hypocritical 
Profeſſors. A man may believe all the truths of the GogFel, all 
the promiſes, all the threatnings, all the Articles of the (reed to 
be true, and yet periſh for want of ſaving faith. A man may be 
converted from 4 courſe of prophaneneſs, to a form of godlineſs, | 
from a filthy conver ſation, to a fair profeſſion and yet be but «lt 
moſt « Chriſtian, A man may be outwardly reformed, and yet * 


net ſ&vingly renewed, &c. | 
CHAP. XI. 
B=-* was. Or rather wouldit thou rightly know 
the ſincerity of thine own hearr, of thy profeſſion, - 
of thy Religion, ( which as one would think, ſhould be the 
carneft deſire of every ingenuous ſoul ) then ask thy conſci- % 
ence theſe queſtions. Art thou ſenſible how evil and wicked 
tho art 2 Doſt thou ſeriouſly lay co heart ? Firſt, the cor-*. 
ruption of thy nature, by reaſon of Original fin ? ſecondly, thy * 
manifold breach of Gods righteous Law, by allual fin 77 
Thirdly, #he guilt aud priniſhment due to thee for them —_ 
| . And; 


Ut wou'd you know, who are indeed Chriftians, ts 
Saint Paul was z. and Who but almoſt Chriſtians, as 


F-20 The likelirft means of Converſion, 
*.Andincaſlc thou art truly ſenſible of thy wrerchedze/s. it 1 
g00d fign that thou art in ſome furwardye/s to be recovered 
And indeed, zhe wery firſt fep ro grace, ts to feel the Want o 
grace, and the wiceſſity of 4 Redeerver. And the xext way to re 
cerve mercy, # to {ce yuur ſelf miſerable. 
Doſt thou find chat the pyord and Spiric hath wrought 
apparent change in thy judement, affettions, and attions, il 
what they were formerly? is Chrift thy greateſt joy, ſin th 
greateſt ſorrow, and grace the prime objett of thy defires * Att 
thou as conſcrentivns alone and in private, where God only ſeg 
thee, as if thy greateſt enemy, or all the world did behold thee! 


Doſt thou make conſcience of evil thoughts ? Grieve for 
thy unproficableneſs under the means of grace? for the : 


which cleaves to thy very beſt ations? And for ſins 0 
Omiſlion > whatever thou enjoyeſt on this fide Hell, doſt 
thou. think thy ſelf unworthy of it? Doſt thou more fear the 
waxt of grace, than confide in what thou haſt> Doſt thou 
endeavour to /eave every fin, and make conſcience of every, 
anty > Dolt thou make Gods plory the chief end of all thy atti.| 
oxs and aims? Doft chou defire the converſion of others? 
Then my ſoul for thine, thou art wore than almoſt « 
> Chriflian. 

; Again, The love of grace is another 18 & good prof of the life 
of grace in our ſelves; a chilavf God cannot love 4 finner, 4s « 
finner, Pſal.i 5.4. Pro.29.27. SO 4 finner cannot love a Chill 
of Gad, as a child of God, Briefly, when a mans heart is throuch- 
ly renewed by grace, h% mind ſavingly enlightned,, his conſcientt 
throughly convinced, the Will truly humoled, and ſubdued, th 
affett ons ſpiritnally raiſed, and ſanftified ; and when mind, 
and will, and conſciexce, and affeitiqns, all joyn i([ne to help on 
with performance of duties commanaed ; then is a man altoge 


ther a( hriſtian. 


hating or denying the power thereof, & an Hypocrite, ip|i 
* fatto, And let mentake heed of that {» with two faces ani 
” . Whoſe reward is the deepeſt place iz Hell: as appears by 


But contcrarily, he that takes up with a form of goalineſs} 


Hatth 23, And the rather, for that wi:hednc/s does mi 
* vanklethe heart, When it ts kept in aud diſſembled, Belides ih 


ſal 


ant 
Is r6 


tw; 
ered 


'| all probabilicy.eſcaped the curſe, Thus miſtake through i 


| By Secondly, Pride is another cauſe: Weare ſo proud 


world : Almoſt thou perſwadeFt me to become 4 Chriftian, laies 


_ covetouſueſs, and. live rhe life of the rigbreoz, he cenld net 


a. 
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ſcab of Hypocriſie does not ſeldom break ont into the plagne 
ſore of Apeſtacy, Tulian the eApoſtate was firlt Julian the 
Profeſſor. 1o conclude, if thou findelt not theſe notes of ſin- 
cetity in thy ſelf, let it be the earneſt delice of thy ſoul, and 
thy principal endeavour to obtain the ſame. Otherwiſe, woe 
unto thee ! For, eatward profefiion, where there is want of in- 
ward trnth, «nd real prafi/e, does but help to draw on, and 
a7 gravate judgment : The Scribes and Phariſces had not heard 
of ſo many woes, but for their glori01 pretences : and had the 
Figtree in the Goſpel been utterly bare and Yeafleſs, ithadin 

110- 
rauce, is one great cauſe of many mens falling ſhort of x 4 > 
hopes, and of their being bt. almoſt Chriſtians, while they 
think themſelves Chriftians indeea. 


CHAP.  XIt, 


by nature, that we bave aw ee ro ſee our beauty, but 
not our deformity 3 our parts, but not our ſpots z our 
ſeeming righteowſneſs, but nt our real vaughtineſs, Our 
ſpiritual wretchedneſs. We have all for the moit part 4 {elf 
righteouſneſs 3 Every man faies Luther, born with a Pope 118 
þ;z belly. But ir muſt be the work. of grace only, that will 
make 1s ſee our extream videneſs, and rhat will make us 46» 
ceptable to God; and it mult be the Werk, of grace, that muſt. 
ſew a man his want of grace, It is the Believers Motto, T be 
leaſt of Saints, the greateſt of Sinners. But the (arnal mans 
Metre is, I thank, God, 1 am u0t 4s other men. Epheſ.3.5- 
1 Tim.1.15. Luke 18.11. But the only way to become gooa, is 
firſt to believe that we are evil. : 
Thirdly, Anather cauſe 1s lazineſs, and the love of the. 


4grippa to Paul, but he could not find in his heartto become 
ore altogether ; for then he muſt live a more {iri& lite, and 
relinquiſh the worlds wicked caftoms. So Balaam cond be 
Willing ro die the dedth of the righteous, bur to part with his 


find: 


"28 T he likelieft means of Converſion. 
Hell « tobe had with eaſe, but the Kingdom of Heavey ſuffer, 
wvelence, Mat.1l.12. Adany ſpat 7. 9 enter imto the King 
dom of Heaven, but ſhall not be able, becanſe they did not ſtring, 
Cnk.13.24. Yea, many run well in the way of Chriftianity 
for a while, bur they do not hold out, Gal.5.7. But perſeve 
rance is the crown of al' grace, and Heaven the crown of perſe 
VErAYCE. 


It is ſaid of the truly righteors, he foall ſcarcely be ſaved, 


ba almoit ſaved, 1 Pet.4.18. Acts 26.28, Thow art not far 
from the Kingdom of God, Mark 12.34, As good nat at all, at 
ever the neaver z, as goed never run the race, as miſs of rhe goal, 
and prize Wernnfor. Wherefore content not thy ſelf with 
being almoſt a Chriſtian ; but ſee thou beet one altogether, 
and in good earneſt : For a# who are but almoFt Chriſtians, 
' ſhall be but almoſt ſaved; and tobe ſaved almoſt, ts to be dam- 
wed, We know almoſt a ſor, i a baſtard; almoſt ſweet, ts un- 
Jevonry. A Chriſtian almeft, is like a Wonean that dieth in tr- 
vail; almoſt ſhe brought forth a ſon, but chat almoſt killeth 
both the mother aud the ſon roo : If then believeſt almoſt, thou 
ſhalt be ſaved almiſt. As we may ſay of a Thief that hath a 
pardoy brought him, whilft he 1s upon the Gallows, be was almoſt 
faved, but le was hanged, and his pardon did him no good. 
To be alnoff a ehriſtian, is to be like the fools/> virgins, that 
"bad Lamps, but withont ol in them ; for which they were 
*Mhut out of Heaven, though they came to the very door, 
EMHar.25.10,11,12. Wherefore it concerns all that would 
'p0 to Heaven, and be 5ndeed /aved, to become Chriſtian: 
sxnaeed, and in good carneſs. 


CHAP. XII. 


Nd what I ſay unto theſe; I ſay unto all, ag well 
| prepbane perſons, and civil mey, as to formal profeſ- 
ſors; yea, it were to be wiſhed, that each mzau that 


hath'a foul, to live eternally in bliſs or woe, would 


-" Bud in his beart : And therefore Chrift profited him nothing, 


1 Pet.4.18. Anditts ſaid of the ſeemingly r1gbreous, he ſhall | 


book, hirnſelf in this glaſs, and try himſelf by this unchforg 


R-— 


rverlafting flames of fire and brimſtone in Hell, before an eternal 


| fruftion :; and but a few the narrow Way, that leadeth unto 
3 J} 


— 


ve Likelieſt means of Converſion. 2C 
All that have any care of their own ſouls, or that prefer nor 


weight of ſuper- abundant glory #n Heaven : Nor will a wiſe man 
need much preſſing to this work; for what ſaith St. Bernard; 
A wiſe man foreſeeth the torments of Hell, and preveateth thems ; 
gnly a fool goes on merrily, untill be feels chem, and then ſaies, 1 
had not thought. 

Now that every man ought to examine himſelf, we have 
the Apoſtles injunRion, 2 (or.13, Examine your ſelves whe» 
ther ye ben the faith, prove ye your own ſelves; know ye not 
your own ſelves? How that Jeſus Chriſt us im you, except ye be 
Reprobates ? Verl 5. And the neceſlity thereof is very 

at: For (as Chryſoſtome ſpeaks) every particular man 
% either the child of God, and a member of Chrift : or 4 cbild 
of the Devil, John 8. 44. Of the womans ſeed, or of the 
Serpents, Gen. 3-15. For there is nor a mean between 
chem, | 4682 

Secondly, We ſhould the rather do.it, becauſe there are 
but a few that are real aud fincere Chriſtians, here and there . 
one, like rtimber trees in a wood ; Or like gold and jewels a- 
mong other fluff : Thoſe Whom Chriſt hath choſen oxt of the 
World, to believe in hu name, are but 4 ſmall number, a little 
Flxk, compared with the multirude, Zake 12.32. As do 
we not read, That the greateſt number go the broad Way to de- 


life, Marth.7.13,14. That the whole World lieth in wicked- 
neſs, 1 John5.19. That the unmber of thoſe whom Satay 
ſhall deceice, is as the ſand of the ſea, Revel. 20. 8. That 
all, both ſmall and great, rich and poor, free and bond, re- 
ceive the mark of the Beaſt in their foreheads, Revel.,13.16. 
Whereas they that believe the Goſpel, are but few in num- 
ber, Rom.10.16. Ifa.53*1. That many are called, and but 
few choſen, Miatth.20.16. and 22.14. That though the num- 
ber of the Children of Iſrael, are as the (andof the Sea, yet 
only a remnant ſhall be ſaved, Rom-9.27. There Were but 
ſeven righteous perſons iu the eld World. All. Sodow® afforded 
wr rey. Elijah ſaith, 1 only remain a Prophet of the Lord, 
but Bauli Prophets are Fuxr hnndred and fifty, 1 Kings 18, 

| Jack 


by. 


. The likelieſt means of Conver fron. 
22. Micha complaineth of the multitude of the wicked in 
rime, and ſmall number of the- faithful, Mice7.'2. Behold 
ſaith Iſaiah, '1 aud the chilaren Whom the Lord hath 0ive 
2s, are for ſignes and wonders tn Iſrael, 114,S.18, 
Chap. 3. 1. 
Saint fohn, thou haſt but a few names in Sardis, Rev.z 4, 
we read alſo, that the whole City went to drive Chrift out 
their Coafts," not a Gadarean' was found, that either dehartel 
his fellows, 6r oppoſed the motion,” Mat.8.34- 
acked, what ſhall be done with Feſms ? all with one conſent crid 
vt; Crucifie bim, crucifie him, Mat 27-24. :There masy 
general ſhout for Diana for two henrs together, Great us Dat 
of the Epheſtans'; not one mau took Paxls part,  A&.19.2 


% 
'28: Yea, the chief 7ews told Paul, that bis Set Was every wh \ 
ſpokes agaioſt;". eAt.28.22. 'How then docs it.concernevety]; 


4man of us; to:berbink our ſelves, whether we be of chat ſmall 


"der. and to miſtruſt the worlt of himſelf; as all the wife 
 andAnterehcarted-do,, witneſs the eLpuflts, Mar.26.22:; 


- :And for wantiof this waxy go to. Hell, while they think thent|, 


ſelves in the way to Heavcn © As, why elſe did thoſe Jews fo 
:confidently boaſt themſelves the.ch:laren of ; Abzaham ? when 
indeed chey were the Devils cb1/dren, Joh. 44. And tho 
(Revel.3.9. ſay they Were fews, When indeed chey were of the 


Synagogue of Sataw, as the Holy Ghoft tells us: And ſoa] 


this preſent, becauſe menare called after Chris name, ani 
Wear his coguiſance; they not once doubt ,.-but they are 


Chriſtians beyond all exception. 

CHAP, XIV. 
j , made, between ſuch as ſerve Chrift in ſracerity, 
| and ſuch as ſerve him not ; 4s Jehu maae a ſeps 


ration between the ſervants of God, and the worſhippers 
Baal, 2 Kings 10.23. This were the way to make men [00k 


into themſelves, But 
Thirdly and laſtly, There can be nothing of greater con- 


Hence .it were.to be: wiſht, that a ſeparatioz were 


and in 
Lord who hath believed our report? Lord, ſaitl : 


When Pilate ] 


ſequence to the careleſs : For are Formal Prefeſſors alm 


ſaved 


| 


kwea, 
and « 
ſort 
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hold is and tremble, For if they that have gone beyond us, fall 


#2a[hort of Heaves, what ſhall-become of ſuch as fall:ſhort of 


] 


T he likelieſt means of Conver ſ1on. ;3r 
ea, and yet periſh? Do you that are nit ſo much as formal, 


them ? If ke ſhall periſh who is almoſt a Chriſtian, what ſhall 
they dn that are not at all Chriitians ? It he that owneth and 

ofeſſeth Chriſt, and leaves many ſins for, Chriſt, may not- 
jichſtandipg be damned, what then ſhall his doom be, who 
lſhonoureth Chri##, and refuſeth ts part with .ome ſin, oe 
lt, one oath for Chris? May, that openly blaſphemeth. 
the precious Name of Chriſt * And takes up, arms agaiuſs: 
lim, and all that worſhip him in ſincerity. 1f he that is opts 
wardly ſanftifica, ſhall yet be erernally reeftted, and ſhut; 
out of Heaven ; then ſurely the filthy Adalterer, the Swis, 
nh Drunkara, the helliſh Swearer and Curſer, the prophane 
Sabbath-breaker, the foul montbed ſcoff er, ana;ſlanderer of the 
Saints much more. If there be a woe to him that falls ſhort+ 
of Heaven : then how fad ſhall their woe be, that fall ſhore” 


«of them that fall ſhort of Heaven? O that God would make 


the conſideration of this an awakening. argument to ſix» 
wrs, that are aſleep in their luſts, Without the leaſt fear of. 
death, or dread of damnation ! 


Now to wind upall with a word of exhortation ; If by. 
what you have heard, the Spirit of God hath ſtirred up in your 
hearts any good motions and reſolutions -to receive with 
meekneſs the ingrafted Word, which is able to ſave yonr ſouls. 
If you be convinced that you are not as you. ſhould be, real 
Chriftians, and do reſolve upon a new courſe ; let your rel0- 
lutions be peremptory and conſtant, and cake heed you 
harden not again, as Pharach, the Philiſtins, the Towng man 
in the Gofpel , Pilate and 7udas did. Reſemble not the 
Ir:n, which 'is no longer /oft, chenitis inthe fire. Be not. 
ike thoſe that are Sex-ſck, whoare much troubled while 
they are oa ſripboard, but preſently weil again when they are 
come to. ſpore: For that good laith S. Gregory, will do 115 n9 
good, which is not made geed by perſt verance. If with theſe 
premonitions, the Spirie ſhall vouchſafe co ſirr up 19 your 
hearts any good motions, and holy purpoſes to obey Goa, in 
letting your fins go ; quench not, grieve nt the Sparit, 1 Thef- 
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 F.19. Return not with the dog to thy vomit, leſt thy latter e 
prove fewen fold worſe than thy beginning, MAt12-43,45- As 
; fared with 7ulianthe Apoſtate, and Fudas the T raytor : Ye 
as you tender the good of your own ſouls, ſetupon the wot 
preſently ; - Provide with Joſeph, for the dearth to come ; ai 
, with Noah, in the dats of thise health, build the Ark of a go 
conſcience againſt the flonds of ſickneſs : Imitate the Ant, th 
provides her meat in ſummer for the winter following. Yea, ( 
& while the yearning bowels, the bleeding wounds, the compaſſl 
" onate arms of 7eſus Chriſt lie open to receive you 5; whillt y 
- have health, ' and /ife, and wears, and time, to repent an 
+ make your peace with God: As you tender (1 fay ) the ever 
laſting bappineſs and welfare of your almoſt loſt and dro 
- ned ſouls. As you expect or hope for grace of mercy, for jo 
> and comfort, for Heaven and ſalvation, for endleſs bli[s at 
 #lory at the laſt; As you would eſcape the direfaul wrath 
Wd, che birrer ſentence 4nd doons of Chrift ; The never dyj 
Fine and worn of conſcience; T he tormenting and ſoul ſchorchin 
-, flames of Hell, and everlaſting ſeparation from Gods bliſsful pro 
" ſence ; itrive after thoſe graces wherewich a true Chriftian 
.. qualified. Nor do Iask any more, but that you will xoiy he 
' ken wo (rift, as you wenld have. Chrift another day hearks 
' wnto Jon. | 
Only by way of ca«tiex, expe not that this ſhould be dor 
by any power of thine own ; For a child may as ſoon crea 
it [elf,as a man in the flate of nature regenerate himſelf, Bpbi2.1 
- 2 Cor.3.5. Weare ſwift to all evil, but to any good, 1mmove 
; ble. Wherefore as when David came to fight with Goliah, 
| caſt away Sauls armonr ; ſs do thou in thus caſe,caſt away ail :x 
" #ind confidence in thy ſelf, and only ſet forward inthe name of th 
Lord God of Iſrael, and be ſurero nſe the means that Ge 
hath appointed, and that power which {ri ſhall give thes 
and chen he will not be wanting, on his part : As # that caþ 
of the Prodigal Son, Luke 15.17, tO 25. x 
Conſider what Ihaveſaid, and the Lord give you nuderſtant 
ins in all things. 


FINIS. 


